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We are so excited to continue creating newsletters for South Side Middle School.  Each issue will feature articles 

about the exciting events the students at South Side take part in.  We hope you enjoy reading about our personal 

experiences, creative pieces, and upcoming events. –The Newsletter Club 

WRITING FOR HEROES  
Written by Kathryn Harding

 
During the week of April 11th, students at South Side 
Middle School were asked to write a poem or letter 
to thank someone for what they have done during 
this time. They were supposed to thank that person 
or group of people for what they were doing and tell 
them how their acts of kindness were helping them 
and their family. Also, they should have 
recommended an activity for them to do when they 
were feeling stressed from their job to help them feel 
less stressed. They could also choose to include 
artwork. Finally, they were asked to submit a copy of 
their work, and with a parent’s permission, mail the 
letter or poem to the location where the person they 
wrote to works.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here is a copy of a poem: 
 

Dear all health care workers in Rockville Centre,  
 
This poem is for you,  
thank you for all you do 
It is so very kind too! 
You keep families safe, in a very important way 
We need you to help us through!  
 
Since you’re helping so many people,  
you probably feel stressed,  
Here’s some advice, to help you feel your best 
Sometimes when I’m stressed, I read so my mind 
gets distracted,  
then I calm down, and I feel fantastic 
 
Thank you once again for all you do,  
We can’t do this without you!  
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NEWSLETTER CLUB FUNDRAISER FOR AUSTRALIA  
Written by Kathryn Harding

The Newsletter Club was inspired to collect money 

to adopt a koala and donate to the animals suffering 

in Australia due to the terrible wildfires.  Since 

November, 8,000 koalas have died. That is almost 

one-third of their population!  Thanks to South Side, 

we raised nearly $600.  On January 24, students in 

the Newsletter Club were in the lobby collecting 

donations from students and staff.  Everyone was 

asked to dress in their favorite animal print to show 

support.  A portion of that money will allow us to 

adopt a koala!  We will receive a video and picture of 

the koala we are helping.  The rest of the money 

raised will be 

donated to the 

World Wildlife 

Fund-Australia.  

We look forward 

to updates on our 

koala friend! 

SPORTS DURING THE PANDEMIC 
Written by Jim O’Connell 

So far, 2020 has been a rough year for sports. The 

Coronavirus has suspended all sports in the United 

States. Major leagues have found ways to continue 

playing games. For example, in March ESPN 

brought some NBA players together to have an 

NBA 2K tournament. Devin Booker from the 

Phoenix suns won! After that, they also had a remote 

game of horse. The winner of that was Mike Conley 

Jr. Other than basketball, the NFL also found a way 

to do the draft. They held the draft remotely with 

people joining in virtually from their homes. In 

conclusion sports teams will always find a way to 

keep playing their sports! 

THE FLYOVER 
Written by Clare McKenna

On April 28th, the 
Navy’s Blue Angel 
planes flew over New 
York City to honor 
the frontline workers. 

"We are incredibly honored to have the opportunity 
to salute those working on the frontline of the 
COVID-19 response, we are in awe of your strength 
and resilience," said Cmdr. Brian Kesselring, United 
States Navy Blue Angels commanding officer and 
flight leader. "Thank you to all of those in essential 
industries keeping our nation moving forward. We 

will get through this. We are all in this together." The 
flyover began at noon over the George Washington 
Bridge. Then made its way over Manhattan and 
Newark, first crossing the East River around 12:15 
p.m. The jets then flew out to Long Island before 
circling back over the Bronx and down the East 
River again. New Yorkers were told to watch the 
flyover from home and not travel or gather 
anywhere, although people were seen outside 
watching the event in parks and public spaces. It 
brought joy to so many people’s faces to see the Blue 
Angels flying over



3 
 

 

STAYING POSITIVE DURING QUARANTINE 
Written by Jack Reisert   

This pandemic has created a new experience for 
everyone. Students are learning in a completely new 
way! It is important especially during such 
challenging times to look for the positive outcomes. 
 
First, it provides an opportunity for you to try new 
things and explore activities that you had never 
explored before. While sometimes people don’t have 
the time to clean out things like their junk drawer, 
garage, or living room, this could be a perfect time 
to get it done! This could also be a great opportunity 
to reconnect with your family and friends. Be 
creative in how you continue to communicate… in 
a safe way! Also, although we are quarantined, this 

could be the perfect time to get a new pet. If you’re 
feeling lonely or are in need of a friend, pets are the 
perfect solution! Pets can be a lot of hard work, but 
it’s also rewarding and fun to play with! 
 
This is a new experience for all of us, and it is 
important to try to not take it as a step back, but a 
step forward. Hopefully you can find time to be 
productive and accomplish something new during 
quarantine. We should take the time to be grateful 
for what we have. There are so many things that 
people haven’t discovered yet and if we just take the 
right steps, we can uncover greatness. Find what you 
love and do it! Stay safe! 

 

DR. HELPS – ADVICE COLUMN  
 

Dear Dr. Helps, 

 
I get really bored at home. I feel like I don't have 
anything to do. I tend to sit on my phone and 
play video games, but I’m bored of that. What 
should I do?  

From, 
Bored in Quarantine  

 

 

Dear Bored in Quarantine, 

 
There are many ways to stay busy! You can try playing 
outside, doing a craft, playing with neighbors and friends 
(staying socially distant). You can do fun crafts that you 
haven’t tried before like painting shoes, phone cases or 
drawing cartoons. There are so many fun things to do 
during quarantine. Take the time to learn something new 
like how to skateboard, how to bake, how to sew or how to 
play basketball. Have fun, be safe and take care!  

From, 
Dr. Helps  
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THANK YOU, DR. JOHNSON 
Written by Clare McKenna 

After 40 years of service in the Rockville Centre 
schools, the visionary leader of our district is 
retiring.  Dr. Johnson has created a school district 
where all truly means all. “I have such an 
appreciation for who he’s been and what he’s done 
not only for our district, but for others following 
his lead,” Board of Education President, Tara 
Hackett said. Mrs. Hackett has worked with 
Johnson for 3 years. “He’s unlike any other person 
I’ve ever worked with,” Hackett included.  Dr. 
Johnson’s work in education has gained him 
recognition across the state. Dr. Johnson is an 

amazing man with a very interesting past. In the 
1960’s he volunteered to help students thrown out 
of school in Bridgeport. He decided he enjoyed this 
volunteer work and wanted to continue helping all 
students. He joined Rockville Centre School 
District in 1978 and went on to become the school 
district’s Director of Special Education. Dr. 
Johnson became the superintendent in 1986. He is 
not afraid to share his opinion and is an honorable 
man. “This is where my heart is,” Johnson said. 
“I’m sad that I’m leaving, but it’s time.”  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A SAFE AND WONDERFUL SUMMER VACATION!  
 

WRITTEN AND PREPARED BY THE NEWSLETTER STAFF 

CO-ADVISORS: MS. ABRUZZO AND MS. MILLER  

 

Congratulations to all of our faculty retiring this year!  

Thank you for your hard-work and dedication! 

Dr. Johnson 

Mrs. Edelman 

Mr. Sliva 

Mrs. Reiser 
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